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nefs  increafe,  was  obliged  to  take  ano- 
ther about  two  years  after,  who  name 
was  Francis  Pro-ward. 

Thomas  had  behaved  exceeding  well, 
was  very  diligent  and  honeit,  .^s  well 
as  good  :  he  ufed  to  fay  his  prayers 
conitantly  every  morning  and  night ; 
he  never  went  to  play  when  he  fhould 
be  at  church  or  about  his  matter's  bu- 
imefs :  never  was  known  to  tell  a  lye, 
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nor  never  ftaid  when  he  was  fent  on  an 
errand.     Thefe  rare   qualifications    had 
gained  him  the  affections  of  his  mail-r 
and    miftrefs,  and   made   him  a   favou- 
rite in  the  family  before  Francis  came 
to  them.      It  was  in  a  great   mea&re 
owing  to  matter  Tommy\   character  in 
the  neighbourhood,  that  .Mr.   Fniuard 
was  induced  to  comply  with  the  raaf- 
ter's    demands,    not   doubting   but  his. 
Ton,    in  fuch   a    happy  fituation, 
•vith  a  companion  offo  fvveet  a   difpo-. 
!i:ion,  would  one  day  turn  out  to  his 
"atisfaclion,  and  be  a  comfort  to  him 
n  his   old  age. 

Francis,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  ap- 
:>renticem:p,    began     to     dilcover    the 
lauiral   bent    of  his  inclination.      He 
:hofe  to    aflociate   with   naughty   boys 
n  the  fcreets,  and  feemcd  to  pi  ace -his 
delight   in  loofe   and   idle  diver- 
he  neglected  the  bufmcfs  cf  the 
A  4 
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{hep  v\  hen  at  home,  and  entirely  forgot 
it  when  he  w«s  abroad.  Thefe,  and 
many  more  ir.difcretions  of  the  like  na- 
inre,  rougkgood  concealed  at 

oai  his  waiter,  though  not  without 
•ii\vard  uneafinefs. 

In     ihe    fourth    gear's     fervice,    our 
bo   was  an   only  child, 
uy   fortune,  gave   far- 
vicious  turn  of  mind, 
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and  frequently  lauiu 
lies  and  debaucheries  of 
nature ;  for  now  he  •  ~ 

of  abfenting  himfeif  from  church  on 
the  Lord's  daj  late 

when  he  knew  his  Jiafter  w?.s  engaged 
in  company,  r.rui  at  fuch  tiines  \ery 
rarely  returned  home  fo  er ;  ray,  i  c 
had  fometimes  t  to  i:e  cut 

of  his  rrafter's    houfi    all    night.       In 
order  to  deter  him    from  puriuing  t^is 
wicked  courfe  of  iif-,  Iv^r.  ~i 
threatened  to  inform   hi 
fcandalous  behaviour,    r.i-.a  to  acr 
his  parents    of    his    roifcondoft.  • 

aias  !  all  thefe   menaces  proved  in 
tiial,  and  intfead    of    working    tu 
refonratioD,  ferved    only    to    iiei 
his    refentmenr,     and    to      raife    • 
iquablics       ai;d      an:;" 

. 
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thrown  away  at  length  determined 
no  more  to  meddle  in  the  affair,  or 
even  to  offer  his  brotherly  fervice ;  but 
to  leave  the  unhappy  youth  to  follow 
the  dictates  of  his  own  perverfe  will ; 
being  refolved  at  the  fame  time  to' 
take  particular  care  that  he  fhould  not, 
in  any  of  his  mifchievous  frolics,  de- 
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fraud  his  matter,  and  therefore  caft  an 
odium  upon  his  fellow-apprentice. 

The  mafter  was  chofen    alderman 
the  wa'd,    and     Mr.   Tkoroughgw 
out  of  his   time  in  the  fame  year  : 


from  his  faithful   fervice,  and  unblame- 

able  conduft,  had  now  the  whole  ma- 

A  6 
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aagemcnt   of  the   trade,  as    well  broad 
a.-,  at  home,  committed  to   his  c?,re  and 
.      This   er  at    charge,  oblig 
to  keep  a  itritter  eye  over  'Fran- 
iour,    who    was  juil  entering 
into  t'.o  laft  year  of  his  apprenticelhip, 
and    imagined  his   actions    were  above 
the  cognizance  of  one,  who,  the  other 
cay  was  but   his    equal  ;    and    on    this 
account  would  nmher  bear  his  reproof, 
nor   hearken    to    his   admonition;    but 
*'.nucd  to  riot  m  all  the  follies  and 
neracies   of  hnrran  nature,    till  his 
nticeihip    vvas    cxoired.      So  true 
the   reproof t 
.  //    Icndclh  hi;    ear  to  in- 

Mr.  F  ing  been  for  a  long 

'  of  a   iervile  life,    was 

iconic  his  own  mafter,  and  feem- 

•  «rer  of  putting  himfelf  upon  a  le- 

--1:1    his   late  companion.     To  ef- 
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feel  this,    he  goes  down  to  his  father, 
and  prevails    upon  him  to  fet  him  up 
in  the  bufmefs,   that   he   might   trade 
for  himfelf.     The  reins  where  no  foon- 
er  laid  on  his    neck,    then  he  gave   a 
loofe  to  his    fenfual    appetites,    and  in 
little  more  than    four  years  had  a  fla- 
tute  of  bankruptcy    taken    out  againft 
him.      The   unexpected    news    of   this 
fatal  event  inftantly  broke  bis  mother's 
heart,  nor  did  the  old    gentleman  fur- 
vive  her    long.       Hereupon  our  heir 
was  obliged   to    fell    the  perfonal  and 
mortgage    the   real  eftate,    to    procure 
his  liberty,  and  to  fatisfy  the  afligr.ees. 
In  this  finking  fituation,  after  the  days 
of   mourning    were   over,   he  lett    the 
houfe  his  father  lived  in,  and  returned 
again  to  London,   where  he    purcbafed 
a    handfome  equipage,  commenced  the 
fine   gentleman,    frequented   the    bails, 
mafquerades,  play  houfes,  routs,  drums, 
A  7 
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&V.  yV.  and  cut  as  good  a  figure  as 
the.-.-. It  of  them.  But  here  let  us 
leave  Mm  for  a  while,  and  turn  our  eyes 
to  a  worthier  object. 

In  the  fame  fpace  of  time  which   Mr. 

ird   took   to    fquander    a'-vay    a 

good  efb.te,  Mr,  Tbsroughgwd  hzA,  by 

his  own    incluilry,   and  from  a    fmall 
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fortune,  gained  one  confiderably  bet- 
ter, and  was  in  a  fair  way  of  encreafing 
it.  The  former  made  pleafure  his  bu- 
fi.iefs,  but  the  latter  made  bufmefs  his 
p'eafure,  and  was  rewarded  accord- 
ly.  The  alderman,  who  by  his  own 
application,  and  Mr.  TbsraxgbgooiP* 
affiduity,  was  grown  very  rich,  had 
na  child  now  living  but  a  daughter, 


A  8 
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of  whom  both  he  and  his  lady  were 
extremely  fond ;  they  had  nothing  fo 
much  at  heart  as  to  fee  her  well  fettled 
in  the  world.  She  was  the  youngeft, 
and  juft  now  turned  of  twenty.  She 
had  many  fuitors,  -bat-refolved  to  en- 
courage none  without  the  confent  of 
her  parents,  who  would  often,  when 
by  themfelves,  tell  her  that  it  was 
their  joint  opinion  fhe  could  not  dif- 
pofe  of  herfelf  better  than  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas, and  would  frequently  aik  how  fhe 
liked  him  ?  for  they  would  be  unwilling 
to  marry  her  againft  her  own  inclina- 
tion. Her  ufual  anfwer  was,  "  Your 
"  choice  mail  be  mine ;  my  duty 
"  (hall  never  be  made  fubfervient  to 
•*  any  fenfual  paflion."  This  reply 
was  hot  fo  full  and  expreffive  as  they 
expected  ;  and  as  mothers  are  com- 
monly very  dexterous  in  finding  out 
their  daughters  maladies,  madam  had 
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a  good  reafon  to  believe,   from 
obiervations     (he    made   on   mif-' 
viour,  that  her  affections   were  a!. 
fixed,  and  that  fne  was  deeply  in  love 
with  fomebody     eife,    which   was 
•  caufe   of  her  unufual  anxiety.      Here- 
upon, as   fhe  was   fitting;  at  work  one 
evening  in  a  melancholy  pcfture,  they 
cilled  her  and  deiired  to   be  iwi 
A   q 
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whether  the  hu&and  they  propofed  was 
liifagreeable  to  her,    if  fo,   fhe  (hould 
chufe  for  herfelf. 

The  young  lady  (after  fome  he fi ca- 
tion) with  blufties  confeffed  her  regard 
for  Mr.  Thoroughgood ;  which  gave 
infinite  fatisfaftion  to  the  alderman 
and  his  ladv,  who  were  overjoyed  at 
the  profpeCt  they  had  of  marrying  their 
daughter  to  a  perfon  of  fuch  prudence 
integrity,  and  honour. 
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The    next  day,   as    foon.  a1; 
was   over,    the  alderman  and   his  lady 
withdrew,  and  left  the  two  lovers  to- 
gether all  the  evening ;    from 
lerview  they   became    fenfible 
Other's     approaching     hsppin, 
A  IQ 
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about  a  month  after  were  joined  toge- 
ther,   t  >   the   great    fitisfa&ion     of  all 
^concerned.     From   this   clay  the 
m    was    taken    into    partner- 
•lu-iifafteH    the  -vhole   b'ifinefs 
.-fs  of  time  his  tath.er- 

. 
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ing  ferved  the  office  of  ftierirT,  was  in  a 
few  years  called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Froward,  whom  we  left  a  \vhile 
ago  purfuing  his  pleafures  ami  wk 
inclinations,  had  long  before  this  time 
been  reduced  to  poverty ;  and,  like 
r:anv  other  thoaghtlefs  wretches,  be- 
took hlmfelf  to  the  highway  and  ga- 
in Ing- table,  in  hopes  of  recovering  a 
i'or.uns.  He  had  followed  this 
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ive  trade  with  fome  foccefs, 
and,  without  being  difcovered,  above 
three  years ;  but  at  length  was  taken 
near  Enfield,,  and  brought  to  his  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailty,  during  his  fellow, 
prentice's  mayoralty,  and  caft  for  life. 
When  he  was  brought  to  the  bar  to  re- 
ceive fentence,  his  iordlhip  recolleft- 
ing  Mr.  Froward  s  name,  examined 
who  he  was,  and  aflced  if  he  was  not 
the  fame  perfon  that  ferved  his  time 
with  Mr.  Alderman***,  in  Cheapftde, 
This  he  positively  denied ;  but  not- 
withftanding  himfelf,  his  perfon  and 
fp?ech  betrayed  him.  My  lord,  ani- 
mated with  principles  of  the  companion 
and  benevolence  and  imagining  that 
his  defign  of  concealing  hirafelf  in  his 
wretched  fnuation  might  very  proba- 
bly proceed  from  fhame  or  defpair, 
tabk  no  farther  notice  of  it  in  court, 
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but,  forgetting  his  prefent  difgrace,  as 
well  as  his  former  arrogance,  and  difcre- 
tion,  privately  procured  nis  (entente 
to  be  changed  into  tranfportation  for 
life. 


The    ihip    in    which    Mr.   Fr/wrni 
embarked,    by  ftrefs  of  wcither  drove 
certain  port  in  ^anaice^    vhere 
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he,  in  lefs  than  ten  days,  was  fold  td 
Sk  noted  planter,  and  doomed  to  per- 
petual flavery.  You  may  imagine 
how  (hocking  this  profpeft  muft  ap- 
pear to  a  gentlemen,  who  had  juft  be- 
fore fquandered  away  a  good  eftate  in 
indolence  and  pleafure,  who  -  neyer 
knew  whax  it  was  to  work,  nor  had 
ever  given  himfelf  time  to  think  upon 
the  nature  of  induftry.  However,  he 
no  fooner  began  to  refleft  upon  his 


The  New- Year's  Gift. 


prefent  wretched  fituation,  and  his 
late  providential  deliverance  from 
death,  than  he  alfo  began  to  repent 
of  his  former  tranfgreflions ;  and  rind, 
ing  himfelf  in  a  ftrange  country,  un- 
known to  any  perfon  about  him,  he 
patienttly  fubmittecl  his  neck  to  the 
yoke,  and  endured  his  fervility  with 
an  uncommon  fortitude  of  mind.  la 
the  firft  place,  he  determined,  during 
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ail  the  time  of  his  labour,  to  offer  up 
continual  thankfgiving  to  Almighty 
God  for  his  manifold  mercies  beftowed 
on  fo  unworthy  a  creature,  and  to  de- 
vote all  his  leifure  hours  to  the  duty  of 
repentance.  His  next  refolution  was 
to  obey  his  matter's  commands,  to 
obey  him  faithfully,  and  to  perform 
whatever  bufinefs  was  impofcd  on  him, 
fo  far  and  fo  long  as  his  health  and 
ftrengrh  would  permit ;  not  doubting 
but  the  fame  God,  who  had  preferved 
him  hitherto,  in  fuch  a  wonderful 
manner  would  accept  the  oblations 
of  a  comnte  heart,  and  enable  him  to 
go  through  it  with  courage  and  chear- 
iuinefs. 

The  firft  month's  fervice,  as  he  him- 
felf  tola  me,  went  very  hard  with  him. 
His  ha'ids  bliftered,  his  feet  grew 
(ore  and  raw,  and  the  heat  of  the  cli» 
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mare  \vas  almoft  infupportable ;  huf, 
as  cuftom  makes  every  ttation  familiar, 
before  three  months  were  expired,  .all 
thefe  grievances  were  at  an  end  ;  and 
he,  naturally  endowed  with  a  pirit  of 
emulation,  would  not  fuffrr  hi'nfelf 
to  he  outdone  by  any  of  his  fcllo'.v 
Haves.  The  fuperintendant  obferving 
his  extraordinary  afliduitv,  could  not 
help  taking  notice  of  him,  and  would 
frequently  give  him  encouragement, 
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cither  by  calling  him  off  to  go  on  a 
trivial  e'rrand,  or  by  thrufting  Come 
money  in  his  hand.  He  behaved  in 
this  manner  near  two  years,  when  his 
matter  was  informed  of  his  good  difpoii- 
tion,  and  removed  him  from  that  labo- 
rious employment  to  an  eafier,  where  he 
had  more  frequent  opportunities  of  pay- 
ing adoration  to  that  Almighty  Beingj 
who  fupported  him  under  all  his  afflic- 
tion?. In  thefe  intervals,  he  was  gene- 
rally found  with  a  book  in  bis  h  md,  or 
on  his  knees,  from  which  practice  he  re- 
ceived great  confolation,  as  he  often  af- 
iured  me. 

At  the  expiratiqn  of  three  years, 
Sir  Thomas  Thorougood,  who  made 
previous  enquiry  after  his  feilow. 
prentice's  behaviour  abroad,  feat  or- 
ders to  his  agent  in  Jamaica,  to  pur- 
"chafe  Mr.  Froward's  freedom,  and  to 
advance  him  ioo/.  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  get  his  own  livelihood ;  but 
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at  the  fame  time  gave  ftrift  orders  to 
his  friend,  not  to  let  Mr.  Froward 
know  who  was  bis  benefactor,  and  to 
lay  his  mailer  under  the  fame  injunc- 
tion. .In  a  fhort  time  after  Mr.  Fro- 
ward was  discharged  from  (la very  ;  but 
did  not  ex;jrefs  fo  much  joy  on  the 
occafion,  as  m'^hc  have  been  ncafon- 
ably  expec*  . 

;  t  with  in  tervitude.  and  the  un- 
ufual  favouis  I.e  received  from  the  fu- 
;,  ?s  vv^ll  a^  the  planter, 
he  had  conceived  a  great  liking  for 
the  latter,  and  feemed  to  p .':;  uith 
him  not  without  fome  inward  reluc- 
tance, {hough  with  apparent  furprife ; 
which  was  much  heightened  by  the 
additional  favour  of  a  note  for  a  hun- 
dred pounds  payable  c  Mr, 
Francis  Froward  or  order,  delivered 
to  him  bv  the  fame  hmui,  icon  .after 
he  received  thr  difci.;-  Tisn- 
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tioned.  Durng  this  confufion,  th™ 
gentleman,  who  really  h;;d  a  value 
for  his  late  fervant,  told  him  he  was 
welcome  to  bz  at  his  houfe  till  he  was 
fettled,  and  that  he  would  do  all  the 
good  offices  in  his  power,  to  promote 
his  future  welfare.  Mr.  Froward  re- 
plied,, "  Sir,  you  cannot  do  me  greater 
*'  fervice  than  .to  let  me  know  who  is 
"  my  generous  benefactor;  becrufe 
"  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  make 
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"  Come  acknowledgment. "  The  m.if- 
ter  pofitively  refufed  to  do  this,  and 
turned  off  the  difcourfe,  by  aflcing 
how  he  intended  to  difpoie  of  himfeif 
and  money.  "  Sir,  (fays  he,  I  am 
"  not  unacquainted  with  the  nature 
"  of  trade,  and  labour  is  now  become 
"  habitual  to  me,  and  as  I  am  well 
"  (killed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fu- 
"  gar  cane,  I  \yould  willingly  rent  a 
"  fmall  plantation  of  that  kind,  and 
'*  work  upon  it  for  rnyfelf."  The 
planter  approved  of  this  defign,  and  pro- 
mifed  him  afiiftance. 

In  about  a  mon.h  after,  Mr.  Fro- 
ward  met  with  a  bargain,  agreeable  to 
his  fubftance,  and  worked  upon  it  as 
hard  as  if  he  had  been  a  real  Have, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  he  couid 
now  fpare  more  time  in  the  lervice  of 
his  all  powcflrul  Redeemer.  In  the 
Interim,  his  late  matter  procured  him 


The  New- Year's  Gift. 


:.  wile,  with  a  handfome  fortune,  who 
had  a  fugar-work  of  her  own,  and 
fo.r.e  negroes;  he  purchafed  more, 
and,  by  his  induftry,  thrived  a  main, 
and  in  a  few  yeais  laid  up  ico/.  in 
fpecie. 

In  this  comfortable  ftate,  nothing 
oave  him  uneafmefs,  but  that  he  could 
not  come -to  the  knowledge  of  his  kinci 
fccnefaftcr ;  never  was  man  more  anx- 
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ious  to  fhew  his  gratitude,  or  more  fo- 
.icitous  to  find  out  his  friend!  One 
iay  as  he  was  at  his  devotions,  a 
trange  gentleman  came  to  his  habita- 


tion, and  defired  to  fee  hi:n.  He  was 
no  fooner  admitted,  than  he  accotled 
him  in  the  following  manner :  "  Mr. 
•"  F reward >  1  am  commander  of  the 
**  Doric  frigate,  whofc  principal  own* 
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"  er  is  Sir  Tbo.  Tb&uroughgoodi  and  an- 
"  juft  arrived  from  England:  By  Si: 
"  .Thomas's  orders  I  am  to  inform  yoi 
"  that  his  Jamaica  agent  is  dead,  anc 
"  he  has  made  choice  of  you  to  fuc 
"  ceed  him  here  in  that  ftaiion.  I  have 
"  a  commiffion  from  him,  for  you,  ii 
"  my  pocket  to  difpofe  of  roy  cargo, 
"  and  to  freight  me  again  for  my  vor- 
"  age  home.  He  never  would  own  t, 
"  but  I  am  well  affurcd.  he  is  the  pcr- 
"  fon  who  faved  your  life,  who  re- 
"  deemed  you  from  bondage,  and  was 
"  the  fole  initrument  of  }our  prefent 
"  profperity."  Nothing  could  have 
given  Mr.  Froward  fo  great  pleafure 
and  fatlsfaftion,  as  this  iaft  piece  of 
intelligence ;  he  knew  not  how  to 
make  the  captain  welcome  enough,  he 
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kept  him  all  night,  and  in  the  mr- 
made  him  a  r^f- nt  of  a  hoglhead  of 
rum.  He  made  all  the  pcflib'e  difpatch 
in  difpofing  of  his  cargo,  and  freighted 
him  out  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 
With  the  relt  of  the  goods,  he  fent  Sir 
Thomas  ten  hogfhends  offugar,  and  as 
many  of  n?m.  for  a  prefent,  with  the 
following  letter. 
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"  Honoured  Sir, 

Tranfported  with  joy,  and  drowned 
in  tears,  I  fend  this  teftimony  of  fliT 
efteem,  of  which  1  humbly  hope  yovr 
acceptance,  as  well  as  of  thofe  fmall 
tokens  of  my  gratitude  with  which  it 
is  accompanied.  Next  under  God, 
'tis  to  ycu,  dear  Sir,  that  I  owe,  my 
life,  rry  liberty,  and  my  all.  Happy 
me,  h.-.d  I  liftened  to  your  advice  in 
my  nonage !  happy  ftill,  as  by  your 
means,  1  have  been  dkefted  to  the 
paths  of  virtue.  'Tis  to  you  I  am 
indebted  for  my  prefent  comfortable 
fttuatio-1  and  the  dawning  profpecl  of 
future  happinefs  ;  the  bills  of  lading, 
&r.  are  Itnt  by  Mr.  ***,  and  all  your 
bufmefs  here,  with  which  I  ain  en- 
tru'ted,  fnall  be  executed  with  the 
:  diligence  and  fidelity,  i  have 
only  to  add  my  prayers  for  the  conti- 
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nuation  of  your  life  and  health,  who 
have  been  fo  beneficial  to  many,  tmt 
more  particularly  to,  Honoured  Sir, 

your  moft  unworthy  fervant, 

FRANCIS  FROWARD." 

Sir  Thomas  was  highly  pleafed  with 
the  purport  of  his  letter,  though  he  ral- 
lied the  cap    in  for  letting  him  know'  to 
whoir'  he    a- as  obliged  for  iiis  freedom. 
The  fame  fhip  was  fent  the  next  feafon 
on  the  fame  voyage,  when  tlu:  captain 
was  ordered  to  pay  Mr.  Froward  the  full 
price  for  the  rum  and  fugar  he  ha*J 
to  the  knight,  and  to  ckliv 
following  letter. 
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Mr.  FROWARD, 

"  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  the  acknowledgment 
you  made  for  the  good  offices  I  did  you, 
and  (hall  ever  efteem  the  prefent  as  it  was 
inrended  ;  but  have  neither  power  nor 
incl'natioo  to  rob  you  of  any  thing  you 
have  acquired  by  dint  of  merit.  My  defign 
is,  to  add  to  your  acquifitions,  and  not 
to  diminifti  them,  as  you  will  experience : 
only  perfevere  in  your  prefent  courfe  of 
life,  and  you  will  make  me  ample  amends 
for  ali  1  have,  or  can  do  for  you. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  real  friend, 

T.  THOROUGHGOOD." 
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Mr.  Froward,  who  was  uneafy  that 
his  friend  refufed  his  prefect,  conti- 
nued in  a  thriving  condition  feveral 
years.  And  now  his  wife  died  with- 
out iflue ;  he,  grown  very  rich,  and 
advanced  in  years,  difpofed  of  the 
fugar-work,  and  left  off*  all  manner  of 
bufinefs,  except  that  of  Sir  Thomas 
Thoroughgood's.  At  length  he  himfelf 
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was  feized  with  a  peftilential  fever,  and 
carried  off  in  a  few  days.  He  bore  the 
the  torture  of  his  difiemper  with  exem- 
plary patience,  and  met  his  approach- 
ing deftiny  with  an  intrepidity  of  foul 
frarcc  to  be  parallelled.  That  you  may 
the  better  judge  of  his  fentiments  of  gra- 
titude, I  have  herewith  fent  a  copy  of  his 
k<r  will. 

In    the   name  of  God,    Amen.      I 

Trends   Froxjudtd  of ,  in   Jamaica , 

being  found   in  mind  and  memory,  do 

hereby  make  my  Jaft  will  and  teftament, 

•  in  form   and  manner  following,  that  is 

Ifrprirtiis,     I    bequeath  my  foul    to 

Gcd   that  gave  it,    hoping, 

•lifting,    that   I   (hall  be  fa- 

r.d  made  eternally  happy  by   the 

i    of  my    dear  Redeemer   Jejut 
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Cbrift,  who  fuffered  for  me  and  all  man* 
kind. 

Item.  As  the  poor  convicls  in  prifon, 
where  I  had  once  the  misfortune  to  be 
confined,  are  not  attended  and  inftrucled 
as  they  ought  to  be,  by  perfons  who  feek 
their  eternal  falvation  ;  I  do  give  and  be- 
queath fifty  pounds  a  year,  to  purchafe 
for  their  ufe  fuch  books  as  the  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  the  bifhop  of  London,  and 
the  (heriffs  of  London  and  Middlefex  (hall 
think  proper  to  put  into  their  hands. 

Item.  As  the  laws  of  England,  how- 
ever wifely  conf.rufted,  have  made  no 
provifion  for  poor  people  born  in  cifont 
parts,  and   become  miferabie  there,  but 
left  them  *o   penfh  in  the  ftreets,  iancs, 
and  public  places  ;  I  do  give  and  bequeath 
five  hundred  pounds  a  yenr,  to  be  laiJ 
out  for  their  relief,  in  fu°~h  a  man; 
{hall  teem   moft  agreeable    to  the 
mayor  of  Lyndon >  tor  the  time  b 
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and  to  *t  he  truftees  that  fhall  be  nomina- 
ted by  my  executors. 

Item.  And  as  many  poor  tradefmen 
and  labourers  are  artfully  feduced  and 
perfuaded  to  enter  therafelves  on  board 
merchant-fhips  for  this  and  other  colo- 
nies in  his  majefty's  dominions  :  and  are 
afterwards  at  fea  unwarily  drawn  in  to 
indent  themfelves  fervants  to  the  owners 
of  the  vcflfel,  and  from  that  moment 
commence  flaves,  and  as  fuch  are  fold  in 
the  public  markets  of  the  colonies,  and 
generally  ill-treated ;  1  do  give  and  be- 
queath five  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  the 
redemption  of  fuch  unhappy  people  and 
for  the  profecution  of  thofe  who  have  been 
the  abettors  and  contrivers  of  their  ruin. 

fun.  As  gratitude  is  of  all  oblations 

the  greateft  and  moil  acceptable,  1  do 

give  and  bequeath  to  my  dear  friend  Mr, 

Thomas  Thorough goc.dt  merchant  in  Lin- 

]  dan*  who  iaved  oie  fioj»  an  i^nominiou* 
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death  and  redeemed  me  from  flavery,  all 
the  reil  and  refidue  of  my  real  and  perf^n- 
al  ettate  ;  and  I  do  nominate  and  appoint 
him,  and  his  heirs  and  executors,  my 
heirs  and  executors  forever.  In  witnefs 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and 
feal,  this  thirdday  of  Maj ,  1680. 

Witnefs,  FRANCIS  F&owARDa 

Thomas  Williams  i 
John  Wilfon, 
Richard  Jones* 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF    LITTLE 

POLLY  ME  AN  WELL, 

Who  was  afterwards  the 

QUEEN  of  PETULA. 


UEAKWELU*    father  and 
mother-  died  when  ihe    was   very 
young,  and  left  her  to  the  care  of  ?.n 
uncle,  who  was  an  old  rich  batchelor, 
covetous  to  the  laft  degree,   and  oae 
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who  cared  for  nobody  but  himfelf.  He 
put  her  to  fchcol  a  little  after  her  parents 
death,  but  finding  that  by  a  flaw  in  fome 
writing^,  he  had  the  power  of  taking 
every  thing  to  h'mfelf,  he  did  fo,  and 
deprive!  poor  Pollj  of  whit  her  father 
ai;d  mother  left  for  her  fubfiihnce,  and 
turned  her  out  of  doors. 
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PJiy  was  at  firft  very  uneafy  at  Io» 
fing  all  her  fine  cloaths,  and  at  being 
obliged  to  go  to  hard  work,  which 
Mr.  Williams ,  the  parfon  of  the  pa'- 
riih,  obferving,  that  -good  man  came 
to  her  one  day,  and  comforted  her  in 
this  ir/anrer.  "  Don't  be  caft  dowto, 
*'  Poljt  at  your  fine  doaths  being 
"  gone,  thofe  ragged  ones  will  keep 
"  you  warm,  and  that  is  the  only  ufe 
"  of  cloaths ;  for  people  are  not  a  bit 
"  the  berter  for  wearing  fine  garments. 
f(  'Tis  tiue,  you  can't  have  your  tea 
"  and  \'our  coffee,  your  tarts  and  your 
r"  cheefecakes,  your  cuftards  and  i\rl- 
"  labubs  as  ufual,  but  what  does  r  at 
Cv  fi gnify  ?  You  can  by  your  labour 
"  get  other  viclnals  :  then  your  work- 
"  ing  for  it  makes  it  ^o  down  the 
"  fweeter,  and  at  the  fame  time  keeps 
*'  you  in  healrh  ;  the  bed  you  lie  up- 
"  on  feems  as  foft,  after  a'  hard  day's 
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"  work,  as  your  down  beds,  I  fuppofe 
.  "  u£_-d  to  be;  why  then  fhould  you 
""  be  uneafy  ?  Be  a  good  girl,  fay 
"  your  prayers  and  put  your  truft  in 
"  God  Almighty ;  and  he  will  give 
\  JBfrou  what  his  all-knowing  wifdom 
"  fees  you  want.  '  Pdly  was  fo  plea- 
fed  with  this  fpeech,  that  fhe  dropt 
Mr.  W  illiams  a  courtefy,  aod,  for  the 
fiirure,  refolved  to  mind  nothing  but 
her  duty,  and  not  repine  at  Provi- 
dence. 

As  fhe  went  to  church  conftantly, 
i»nd  was  very  devout  there,  every  bo- 
«  v  took  notice  of  her,  and  one  mer- 
chant's wife  in  particular,  feat  to  the 
fexton  to  know  what  little  ragged  girl 
that  w?.s  that  came  to  church  ctmftant- 
iv,  and  behaved  fo  well  there.  The 
frxion  anfwercd,  that  'twas  PJj 
ivtll ;  and,  *'  Madam,"  faid  he, 
*'  though  Polly  is  fo  poor  and  fo  rag- 
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tf  ged,  (he  is  the  heft  girl  in  the  pa- 
«f  riih."  "  Is  (he  fo  ?  '  fays  the  lady, 
*'  then  pray  give  her  this  new  bible, 
"  and  this  piece  of  money  ;"  and  put 
into  his  hand  a  crown  for  her.  ^cme 
time  afterwards,  this  lady,  who  was 
vsrv  rich,  dropped,  as  (he  was  ftep- 
ping  into  her  coach,  a  green  purfe  full 
of  guineas,  and  a  fine  diamond  ring, 
which  'Polly  had  the  good  fortune  to 
pick  up.  Now  fcrre  naughty  gir's 
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would  have  kept  all  this  money,  and 
not  have  carried  it  to  the  lady ;  and 
indeed  one  of  her  neighbours "  advifed 
her  to  do  fo.  But  Pdly  was  angry  with 


her,  and  told  her,  Ihe  was  a  wicked 
woman  to  put  fuch  naughty  things  in- 
to a  little  girl's  head.  «'  How  can  I 
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go  to  church  and  fay  my  prayers  to 
God  Almighty,  fays  (he,  and  at  the 
fame  time  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  dif- 
honeft  thing  ?  and  what  good  do  you 
think  this  money  will  do  me  ?  why 


€(  none  ;  'twill   only   corrupt  what  lit- 

"  tie   I  get  by  my  labour,  and   > 

"  God    Almighty    angry    with."      k'o 

fhe  got  a    paper  wrote,    an 

up  at    the  church  door,    to  let  every 
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x>dy  know  that  Polly  Meamuellt  the 
ittle  ragged  girl,  had  found  a  large  fum 
)f  money,  and  a  fine  diamond  ring,  and 
:bat  the  owner  might  have  it  on  defcrib- 
ng  the  purfe  and  ring. 

They  lady  hearing  of  this,  fent  for 
P&Itj  and  described  the  purfc  and  ring, 
vhich  Polly  returned  to  her,  who  gave 
icr  ten  guineas.  **  And  now.fW/v,5' 
ays  (he,  "  as  I  know  you  are  a  very 

*  honeft,  rtligious,    and   good  girl,    I 
'  will   provifiejfcr  you.     Go   into  the 

*  next  room,  and   ftrip  off  your  rag- 
'  ged  cloaths,    and  put  on   thofc  new 

*  ones  you'll   find  on  die  great  chair, 
'  and  you   fhall   wail  en  my  daughter 
'  to    the  Eaft  Indus;    where,    if  you 
'  behave  in  the  fame  manner  yon  have 
'  hitherto    done,    you    will  become  a 
'  great  woman;    for    God    Almighty 

*  will  certainly  blefs  you." 
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Some  years  after  this,  and  when 
Polly  was  grown  a  woman  the  lady 
fct  off  for  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  Poll) 
with  her.  But  in  their  paflage,  the) 
v/ere  taken  by  Angria  the  pirate  ;  anc 
poor  Polly  9  being  a  beautiful  girl 
was  again  reduced  to  great  diilrefs 
for  Angria  made  feveral  attempts  O! 
her  virtue,  and  becaufe  (he  would  nc 
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comply  with  his  wicked  defires,  he  put 
her  into  a  dark  prifon,  and  would  not 
fuffer  her  miftrefs  to  fee  her.  Now  this 
happened  at  a  time  when  Kolan-mi-Dolan 
a  very  rich  king  in  India*  came  to  vifit 
his  dominions  ;  for  part  of  which,  Angria 
the  pirate  paid  him  a  tribute ;  and  (he 
having  been  puniflied  on  account  of  her 
virtue,  procured  her  freedom  of  Angria, 
and  took  her  with  him  to  his  palace  of 
Itftoban. 

King  K 'Ian-mi  Dolan  intended  to  make 
her  one  of  his  concubines  ;  but  Polly  was 
determined  not  to  be  guilty  of  any  thing 
fo  wicked,  (he  therefore  fell  on  her  knees 
to  him  and  i'aid, 
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*  O  king  !  you   have  done  a  glorious 

*  me 

for 


afticn  in  delivering    me   from    that 


wicked    man  Angrio, 


, 

*  hope  God   Almighty   will  amply  re- 

*  ward  you  ;  for  he  hath    promiied    to 
'  be  a   friend  to  tfiofe  who  defend  the 
'  innocent,    and  fupport    the  helpieJs. 
'  Do  not   therefore,  O  king,  lofe  the 

' 
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*'  bkfling  of  the  Almighty,  and  fully 
•'  your  own  honour,  by  depriving  me 
"  of  my  virtue  ,  which  1  hold  more 
"  dear  than  .life  itfelf.  Ah!  why 
**  mould  you  for  a  fenfual  gratifica- 
"  tion,  a  momentary  pleafure,  make  me 
"  miferable  for  ever  ?  Confider,  1  be- 
"  feech  you,  before  whom  you  (land  : 
"  God  Almighty  takes  notice  of  your 
"  actions  as  well  as  mine,  nor  can 
"  thefe  things  be  hid  frpm  his  fight : 
"  for  the  darknefs  is  no'darknefs  with 
te  him  ;  but  the  night  is  as  clear  as 
"  the  day.  You  and  all  your  ho£s 
*•  are  but  as  nothing  with  reflect  to 
"  him.  Look  in  the  charncl  1. 
"  of  your  fathers^  where  is  no*v 
"  power,  their  pomp,  th°;r  gran- 
"  deur  ?  they  are  now  but  duff,  and 
'  mingled  with  the  drofs  of  mankind. 
"  Why  then  mould  pride  ttrmpt  you  to 
"  provoke  God,  or  wickedneis  p*. 
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"  you  to  commit  a  fin,  which  perhaps 
"  may  be  your  overthrow  ?  Kill  me 
ff  you  may,  but  you  (hall  never  dcpiive 
"  me  of  my  virtue  and  honour.1' 

Kolan  mi  Dolan  was  fo  iurprifed  at 
this  heroic  anfwer,  that  for  a  confider- 
able  time  he  could  rr.ake  no  reply  :  he 
\vas  dumb  with  amazement,  and  fix- 
ing his  eyes  on  the  beloved  objecl,  he 
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refolved  in  his  foul  the  inftability  of  hu- 
man eranJeur,  the  majefty  of  the  deity, 
the  dignity  or"  virtue,  and  the  power  and 
per  fu  a  live  force  of  kneeling  artlefs  inno- 
cence.    He  then  raifed    Petty  from  the 
reifed  himfelf  to  her  in 
:  "  O  my    divine  creature  ! 
"  tr.ou  art  marked  out  bv  Providence  to 
1  me  the  leclure  I  moft  wanted,  to 
'•  teach  me  to  tarn  my  thoughts  to  their 
"  proper  centre,  and  to  fearch  the  bot- 
"  torn  of  my  heart.-    Ambition,  pride^ 
"  luxurr,    and    revenge    had    planted 
"  thernfelves  there  :  but   thoui-haft,  by 
"  tiv/  pjudence  and   angelic  virtue,  ba- 
**  nilhed   them  thence.     I  now  fee  my- 
"  felf,  ancl    admire  and  adore  thy  fupe- 
'•'  rior  \-~-r.~?  and  virtue.     Be  niy  compa- 
.inrl  I  wiil  this  moment 
ill  my  concubines,  the  crea- 
"  tors  or  my  luxury  and  folly,  and  make 
felC for  ever  happy  with  thet  only." 
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He  then  married  mifs  Pollj  in  the  moft 
iblmen  manner,  according  to  the  cere- 
monies of  her  religion,  and  built  for 
her  a  palace  of  jafper,  the  front  of  which 
was  overlaid  with  pure  gold,  the  floor 
paved  with  pearls  and  diamonds,  and  the 
cielings  adorned  with  the  moft  curious 
paintings  of  facred  hiftory.  She  had  a 
jarge  garden  richJy  decorated  with  the 
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fineft    grottos,    groves,    mazey    v,r 
fountains,    and   purling   ftresrrfs. 
turf  in  it   bears   continual   verdure,  the 
moft   delicious  fruits  bow  o.ovvn  the   ja- 
bouring  branches,  to  falate  the  ei:J 
ed  eye,  and  the  never-fading  flowe, 
?n  eternal  tribute  to  her^icty  and  virtue. 
Here   (he  erery   evening  recreates    her- 
fdf  with  thofe  ladies  of  her  ccur: 
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are  moft  diftinguifced  for  their  virtue 
and  good   fenfe;  hut  h^r  mornings    arc 
alwavs  fpent  "u   hearing  the  complaints 
of    her  people,     and    promoting 
happinefs.      Virtues   or   vices  fiy   from 
the    court,     and     difperfe    them" 
through    a  country,  in   the  far  £ 
ner  as  the  falhions  and  garl  -. 
what  is  fworn  by  the  great 
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e&ed  by  the  meaner  fort.  Hence  it 
bilowed,  that  the  morality  and  good 
irinciplcs  cultivated  at  court,  by  mifs 
^olly  theQueen,were  foon  fpread  through- 
>ut  all  the  kingdom,  and  it  became  fa- 
hionable  to  be  virtuous  and  honeft. 
\nd  what  was  at  firft  introduced  through 
aihion,  is  now  maintained  through  pru- 
ence;  for  as  it  became  unfafhionable  to 
>e  wicked,  the  murders,  adulteries,  rob- 
>eries,  thefts.  &c.  with  which  the  na- 
ion  was  continually  plagued  before,  were 
jow  not  fo  much  as  heard  of,  and  the 
ieople  found,  that  in  confequence  of  bc- 
ng  Vi RT  uo  t  s  they  became  H A P  ?  y . 


FINIS. 
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